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Be it decided by the Assembly of Elected Delegates,  

 

Fossil Free Future Co-Sponsorship 
Funding for Panel Streaming 

(Decided: [ Y / N / A ]) 

 

Nature of the Situation: 1 
 2 

Virtually all major countries in the world have committed to upholding the tenets of the Paris 3 

Agreement, which is designed to reduce the adverse impacts of human-caused climate 4 

change.  The Paris Agreement commits to limiting the global temperature rise in the 21
st
 century 5 

to well below 2 degrees Celsius (relative to pre-industrial levels) and to vigorously pursue efforts 6 

to limit the temperature increase to 1.5 degrees Celsius.  7 

 8 

Most scientific experts suggest that upholding such a commitment will require a rapid transition 9 

away from fossil fuels and other sources of carbon emissions within the next 10-30 years.  Many, 10 

including Penn State renowned climatologist Michael Mann, have argued for a “World War II-11 

like mobilization” to meet the goals outlined in the Paris Agreement.  12 

 13 

Eco Action and Graduates in Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies are collaborating to host a 14 

watch party and public forum on public engagement with climate change.  The “Fossil Free 15 

Future” event is designed to boost civic engagement with the socially relevant topic of climate 16 

change.  The event is designed to educate the public on the importance of mitigating climate 17 

change and build social connections between current and future civic leaders.  The event will be 18 

open to all Penn State students and the general public.  There is no admission fee to attend.     19 



 

 20 

The event is in conjunction with local events occurring all over the country on Jan. 31
st
 for a 21 

live-streamed event with well-known climate justice advocates to share their reflections on the 22 

state of the climate justice movement.  Climate justice advocates participating in the livestream 23 

include Schumann Distinguished Scholar in Environmental Studies Bill McKibben, Varshini 24 

Prakash of the Sunrise Movement, U.S. Senator Bernie Sanders, and Rev. Yearwood of the Hip 25 

Hop Caucus.  The event will be hosted at Freeman Auditorium from 7:30-10pm on Wednesday, 26 

January 31
st
.  The Freeman Auditorium was chosen due to its central location.   27 

 28 

Outreach strategies will include marketing of the event via The Action Network event page.  The 29 

link to the event is as follows: https://actionnetwork.org/events/fossil-free-future-the-climate-30 

resistance.   The event will also be advertised through the use of printed fliers and the use of 31 

social media tools. 32 

 33 

 34 

Recommended Course of Action: 35 
The Graduate and Professional Student Association authorizes the use of funds to cover some of 36 

the costs of this event. 37 

 38 

Budget Request 39 

Food will be provided to during this time to encourage people to mingle after the live streamed 40 

speech about the state of climate change and the climate justice movement.  GPSA funds will 41 

also be used for the room rental fee.  Costs related to audio and video equipment and event flyers 42 

will be covered by Graduates in Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies.  43 

 44 

The Graduate and Professional Student Association commits to co-sponsor the event by 45 

providing financial support in the amount of $458.50 toward the cost of food and room rental. 46 

This amount will be payable directly to the caterer of the event and the university.  47 

 48 

Food Items (125 attendees expected)  49 

20 Large Papa John's Pizzas (w/ 30% discount): $14.95 x 20 x 0.7= $209.30 50 

– includes 1 vegan & 1 gluten free 51 

10 Large Soda Bottles: $2.89 x 10 = 28.90 52 

Subtotal: $238.20 53 

 54 

Delivery Fee: $4.00 55 

15% tip: $36.30 56 

Food Total: $278.50 57 

 58 

Room Rental Fee (3 hours): $180 59 

 60 

Grand Total: $458.50 61 

 62 

Outreach Request 63 

GPSA will advertise this event on its website, social media, and through the email newswire. 64 

 65 

https://actionnetwork.org/events/fossil-free-future-the-climate-resistance
https://actionnetwork.org/events/fossil-free-future-the-climate-resistance


 

Respectfully submitted, 66 
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